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the acuteness of a dialectician, the thought of a philo-
sopher, the expression of a poet, the gesticulation of a
great actor. Therefore nothing is less common than a
consummate orator. Education can only develop innate
and natural gifts. Exuberance in the young is better
than poverty. The future orator must practise himself
in extempore speaking, he must be accustomed to
write down the thoughts which occur to him in their
first 0clearneis and*precision*and afterwards polish them
with proper copiousness and harmony. He will from
boyhood have made himself familiar with the best
models, so that when he is placed under a master he
shall almost be fit to walk alone. Besides this careful
cultivation of natural gifts, he must acquire an amount of
knowledge in many different fields. He must be at
home in jurisprudence, history, and philosophy. The
contemplation of great models must keep a high stan-
dard ever before his eyes. How can he be a statesman
if he is ignorant of the history of his country ! But
philosophy is the crown of all. It is the school of virtue.
Cicero ki^^ that he was here recommending what few of
his readers had studied so •carefully as himself. Last of
all, the study of Greek is of the highest importance.
Cicero took care that his sons should practise not only
philosophy, but eloquence, under Greek masters. He
cared little for natural science, and was supremely ignorant
of it, but he followed his Greek masters in regarding
politics as the queen of sciences, that to which all others
tended. But it was a study for the ripe and mature
spirit, and not for youth. Cicero forbore to inculcate the
Greek practice of gymnastics. He was not ignorant of
their darker side as the fosterers of immorality. Such
was the ideal which Cicero placed before himself; a
compromise, as we might have expected, between old

